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GET ’ER DONE IN 2021
Dear Ascension Members,
Your church finds itself in a very serious financial situation at the beginning of 2021. We’re all looking forward to the day when we can put the pandemic restrictions behind us. Getting our church from
now in February to the end of September, when the vaccine rollout is scheduled to be completed, is
shaping up to be a major financial challenge.
In October we had a small operating surplus on healthy
donations of $19,800, but November’s donations were
poor ($16,500), December’s were very poor ($15,800) and
January’s were a disaster ($11,750).
Perhaps there is a belief that with the building closed and
some ministries, programs, and groups suspended, there
are few expenses. This is not the case. Not all ministries
are shut down.
The Community Breakfast (left) continues to motor along
with a switch to delivering lunches to places where homeless people are known to congregate.
Parking lot pickups have been held for agencies such as
Daily Bread Food Bank and Youth Opportunities Unlimited.
The ministry of worship, prayer and song to God continues on YouTube. Bible Study carries on every Wednesday on Zoom.
The children of the parish are cared for
and celebrated for their achievements
(right).
Pastoral care from our clergy remains
available to all who need it.
The behind-the-scenes work of the office includes keeping you and the broader community informed and inspired.

Despite the challenges we have faced this year, we have had an impact on the community.
You can read what some of those we have reached this year have to say on the next page of
this letter.
Your Executive Team has talked about other ways we might be able to meet and greet safely during
the pandemic, including an FM transmitter for parking lot services, but even the modest expense of
buying and operating these is quite beyond your church’s financial means at this point. This month,
the funds are not available to pay even some of the essential expenses.
And while our building has to be shuttered for the most part, there are expenses to keeping it in
shape and safe for the day when it can be reopened. For example, just this month, it was time to recharge the fire extinguishers. Your Executive has discontinued many normal expenses while the
building is closed, but other expenses have risen sharply, apparently due to the pandemic, including
a 95% increase in the insurance premium. But we aim to have the building ready for worship, fellowship, and service to the community post-vaccine . . .
•
•
•
•

when the people who attend the Community Breakfast can get a hug as well as a meal, and can
sit with their friends as long as they want for conversation
when quilters, knitters, and other crafters can share their time and talents together
when voices of praise can sing out loud on Sunday mornings, Passing the Peace can include a
warm embrace, and Coffee Hour can include friends squeezed in around a table.
when children can gather together to learn about their faith.

We understand the fatigue of the pandemic, but this is not a time to give up on your church.
Consistent, generous giving in proportion to your income is an expression of faith. It is a commitment to the present and the future of your church and the work it does to further God’s kingdom of
justice and peace.
There are several ways that you can keep up your support of your church on a regular basis:
•

Sign up for pre-authorized monthly givings. Contact our church treasurer, Bill McKinstry, at either
226-224-0222 or mck728@mac.com and he will guide you through the process.

•

Make a monthly or weekly Interac e-transfer through your online banking
to office@ascensionlondon.com.

•

Mail a weekly or monthly cheque (not cash for security reasons) to the church at:
Church of the Ascension
2060 Dundas St.
London, ON
N5V 1R2
Besides the boxed set of weekly envelopes, we now have envelope sets for monthly donations.
If you would like a monthly set, please contact the office at 519-451-7780 or
office@ascensionlondon.com

We urge you to consider this prayerfully and give as generously as you can so that we may be good
Christian stewards of the mission God has given to the Church of the Ascension.
Yours sincerely,
The Executive Team
Rev. Canon June Hough
Churchwardens Sandra Coulson and Steve Holmes
Treasurer Bill McKinstry
P.S. Your 2020 charitable tax receipt will be coming soon under a separate mailing.

ASCENSION’S IMPACT
Jamie Lee Arseneau, Youth Opportunities Unlimited (YOU)
The Church of the Ascension is a pillar of hope in our
community, and we are truly grateful for the support that
we have received from the congregation. When we
opened our Youth Shelter in your neighbourhood, you
welcomed us in with open arms.
This time last year, I remember being warmly received
at a Sunday service, where I had the opportunity to
speak about YOU and the shelter. From there,
donations came in to support our youth who are
experiencing homelessness. [See the parking lot pickup
at left.] Support also came in the form of a fundraising
concert. This display of community for youth who have
not always felt a sense of community around them, did
not go unnoticed.

We thank the Church of the Ascension for all that they have done for vulnerable
Londoners, and we wish you all the best amidst these challenging times. Thank you.

Shirley Johnson, online viewer. Shirley’s experience shows us how we have reached even
those who have grown disaffected with the church:
It has been my pleasure to have
been invited by my old Youth
Group friend Mary (Murphy)
Grant to join in fellowship on
YouTube [see screen grab at
right] during the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic last March.
I can't tell you how much I enjoyed those early months of simple, reassuring services of gathering. They inspired me all the
way to Leamington, where I live
alone with my cat. We have hardly missed a morning service as
he perches on my lap.
As a member of the Caldwell First Nation, my faithfulness to attending Anglican Worship
ended the Sunday following the Bi-lateral Residential School Agreement with the Federal Government in 2003. That Sunday I attended in Oakville as the Primate & some
Church House negotiators gave the updates.
I share that so you can get a small idea of how difficult a decision and time that was for
me leaving a Church that I could not remain within clear consciousness. I left dear

friends in both Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples (ACIP) and Lenni Lenape Algonkian Iroquoian Council (LAIC) as I could no longer be the Indigenous Huron Diocese
Representative. Throughout all those times and since I have always had my very best
forever friend Jesus Christ in my heart and daily walk.
The time I have spent attending the virtual services has just allowed me to walk through
the old familiar Church Calendar once more in the safety of this space I call home for
now. I do know that my path will likely be leading me elsewhere after this time of rest.
Miigwetch.

Kait Symonds, Team Lead, Project Hope London
We absolutely value the work that the Community
Breakfast group does at the Church of the Ascension for our community and the impact it has on the
people as a whole!
[Lunch bags ready for distribution are shown at left]
The continuation of this service is important, and it
is vital for individuals who receive the meals to feel
the compassion you are spreading.

